ABSTRACT: The first records of Oxychilus hydatinus (Rossmässler, 1838) from Slovakia are reported. The material was identified based on a detailed comparative study of shell morphology and internal structure of penis. The Slovak sites represent the northernmost occurrence of this species.
INTRODUCTION
During malacological research concerning cemeteries in Bratislava and the surrounding villages (SW Slovakia), three interesting specimens of the genus Oxychilus Fitzinger, 1833 were found in two sites.
O. (Mediterranea) hydatinus (Rossmässler, 1838) is a circum-Mediterranean species, distributed from the Canary Islands to as far as Asia Minor and the Crimea, reaching Romania and Hungary (RIEDEL 1992) . O. (M.) inopinatus (Ulièný, 1887) is a sub-Carpathian-Balkan species, distributed from Austria, Central Poland and Ukraine to southern Bulgaria and northern Greece (RIEDEL 1992) . The two species are rather similar in their shell appearance but they are regarded as distinct taxa (RIEDEL 1969 (RIEDEL , 1980 . Moreover, there are no relevant differences in the genital morphology between O. hydatinus and O. inopinatus (RIEDEL 1969: Figs 8-11; GIUSTI et al. 1985 : Fig. 2 ). However, obvious differences are found in the internal structure of the penis (RIEDEL 1959 The shells are small (up to 4 mm width), shiny, white-yellowish in colour, rather depressed, convex above. The spire is formed by 4 whorls (two adult specimens), regularly and progressively increasing, the body whorl only slightly wider than the penultimate; umbilicus small, ca 1/9 shell maximum diameter, so that the preceding whorl is visible in umbilicus (Figs 1-2).
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RESULTS
Our comparative study on the shell morphology reveals constant differences between the two mentioned Oxychilus species. The shell of O. inopinatus has a flattish spire, narrowed umbilicus and a wider body whorl (mean width ratio of the last and penultimate whorl is about 1.8:1 (KOVÁCS 1974 , PINTÉR 1975 , PINTÉR et al. 1979 . Other authors studied its distribution in that region (DOMOKOS & KOVÁCS 1988) . Later, the species was found in Szársomlyó in the south of Hungary (SUARA 1981) . Further data from other Hungarian regions followed: GEBHARDT's revised find from Pécs, 1954 (VARGA 1988 The Hungarian localities form two isolated clusters. One is located east of the Danube River, in the settlement of Békéscsaba, on the joint of four squares of the UTM grid map. West of the River Danube, several localities of O. hydatinus are scattered in the south-western part of the country, including the Villány Hills, Zselic, Mecsek Mts. and the surroundings. It occurs in both natural (predominantly on limestone) and secondary habitats. All the localities are situated, like in Slovakia, at low altitudes, between 100 and 200 m a.s.l.
In relation to the Hungarian localities, the Slovak records considerably extend the distribution area of O. hydatinus to the north. The present distribution in Slovakia and Hungary is shown in Fig. 4 . Thus yet an- other species must be added to the check-list of Slovak molluscs. It should be remembered that the scanty material (so far three individuals) cannot reflect the entire variability of Slovakian populations. Without final solution is also the problem of possible synonymy between the two Mediterranea species mentioned above, which was pointed out by GIUSTI et al. (1985) .
